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I1'T-G to conduct Nasa tour for school champions
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/lIT-G-to-conduct-Nasa-tour-for-school-
champions/articleshow/52394308.cms

Guwahati: lIT-Guwahati will conduct a tour to NASA's Ames Research Centre in California in USA for the champions of
Technothlon - the International School Championship - to be held in the institute as a part of its Annual Techno-
Management Festival, Techniche, this year.

Technothlon has become an event that serves as a platform for the students to showcase their innovation and creativity
in all its rawness. Considering the dire need of technical exposure for the school students, the student fraternity of IIT-
Guwahati will organize Technothlon . "This year, Technothlon offers the mega prize of a guided tour to NASA's Ames
Research Centre in California to the champions," said a statement issued by the organizers. The competition would be
held in two phases - preliminary round and mains.

The Phase-l will be conducted in over 350 centres across the country and is scheduled for July 17 wherein the students
will be divided into Junior Squad (Classes IX-X) and the Hauts Squad (Classes XI-XII).

"Round-I will be based on logic, analytical ability and practical observations and will be totally different from that of any
other competitive examination. The spontaneity and out-of-the-box thinking abilities of the candidates will be put to
test," the statement said.

The top 50 teams, each comprising two members, from each squad will be invited for the final round - Mains, to be held
on the lIT Guwahati campus during Techniche, which will start from September 1 and continue till 4 .

Technothlon has introduced a new initiative, 'Tech Analysis Report' to provide a thorough analysis of the strengths and
weakness of the students with respect to the topics.

1 T-Kharagpur goes digital

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-educationplus/iitkharagpur-goes-digital/article8633663.ece

The National Digital Library that was initiated by the Ministry of HRD to create a national online educational asset for
students interested in innovation and research, was handed over to lIT-Kharagpur to initiate, conceptualise and execute,
in 2014.

The pilot project has now taken shape and according to professor Das, professor at Computer Science Engineering
Department and one of the core team members of NDL said, “Every university has its own digital archive of its
intellectual output and syllabus, known as the Institutional Digital Repository (IDR), whose access is limited to the
university’s own staff and students. The NDL is modelled on the IDR, but will consist of IDRs of several universities and
any student will be free to access it. For instance, a student of IIT Madras will be able to access study material of a
specialisation taught exclusively at lIT Kharagpur.”

With NDL, IT Kharagpur is in process of making education more interactive and advanced. The National Digital Library is
a big step towards improvement and advancement in education sector, said Prof. Das.


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/IIT-G-to-conduct-Nasa-tour-for-school-champions/articleshow/52394308.cms
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All-India topper eyes “bigger” goals

-—

SWETA GOSWAMI

NEW DELHI: Being the all-India top-
per in the Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) Class
XII examinations was never a
“target” for Delhi’s Sukriti Gupta.

Instead, her aim is to clear the
Joint Entrance Examination (Ad-
vanced) examinations, for which
she has to appear on Sunday. Ex-
pressing happiness over her
score 0f 994 per cent, Sukriti said
she has “bigger goals” in store.

A student of Montfort Senior
Secondary School in Ashok Vi-
har here, she was just three marks
short of scoring a perfect 500 in
the board exam.

Speaking to The Hindu, she
said: “I am happy, but I can’t let
this achievement make me over-
confident. Getting into the Indi-
an Institute to Technology Delhi
or Mumbai with my preferred
branch [computer science] has
always been my target.”

She scored 100 in both physics
and chemistry, and 99 in mathe-
matics, English and computer
Science. A Chinese food lover,
Sukriti has been preparing for en-
gineering entrances, especially
the JEE, since Class VIII.

Topper genes

“I have been taking II'T coach-
ing for almost five years now. It
was my choice to prepare for the
entrances since Class VIII. My

WINNING SMILES: All-India CBSE Class XlI topper Sukriti Gupta flanked

1145

by her parents Renuka Jain Gupta and Rakesh Gupta at Ashok Vihar
on Saturday. — PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

parents let me make that deci-
sion.”

It won’t be wrong to say that
being a topper is in Sukriti’s
genes.

Her father Rakesh Gupta was
the Class XII topper from Rajas-
than Board and studied electrical
engineering from II'T-Delhi, after
which he did MA and M Phil in
economics and public adminis-
tration respectively.

Her mother Renuka Jain Gupta
was the Delhi topper in physics
in 1984 and studied at the presti-
gious Delhi Technological Uni-
versity (DTU). The couple later
cleared the Union Public Service
Commission exams and are now
Commissioners in the Income
Tax department.

“The whole year, Sukriti fo-
cussed on IIT entrances. After

her pre-boards results, we told
her it was time for her to divert
attention to the Class XII exams.
She began studying seriously for
board exams from January end
onwards,” said her mother.

Sitting with his elder daughter,
who is studying in DTU, Mr
Gupta said: “It's a matter of
chance that she topped the ex-
ams. The emphasis should be on
marks. That way, every child who
has scored well is a topper.”

On her preparation technique,
Sukriti said: “Many students try
to stay ahead of what is being
taught in class. I never did that, as
that can make you overconfident
as exams approach. Instead, the
focus should be on getting your
concepts clear as and when
doubts occur. Piling them up for
later only makes you panic.”
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AICTE asks technical institutes to offer 10% of courses as MOOCs
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/aicte-asks-technical-institutes-to-offer-10-of-courses-as-
moocs-116052001002 1.html

Council allows institutes to fill 20% faculty positions from industry

In a bid to boost quality education across technical institutes, the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) has
this year mandated that 10 per cent of courses be taken up through massive online open courses (MOOCs) to encourage
credit based learning.

On the other hand, to bridge the industry-academia gap as well as reduce faculty shortage, the council is setting up a
faculty development centre at Vadodara this year.

Given the industry's feedback on unemployability of students, AICTE has also asked institutes to take 20 per cent of the
faculty from industry bodies as adjunct faculty members under the revised norms this year.

"We are looking at improving quality of institutes and taking several steps accordingly.When industry representatives
will come to teach at campuses, automatically there will be friendship and synergy with the faculty, which should reduce
the industry-academia gap and help students become more employable," Anil Sahasrabudhe, chairman of the All India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE) told Business Standard.

The council expects number of engineering seats to reduce this year from 1.8 million to 1.6 million even as roughly 200
institutes are likely to close down. "We received applications for closure from over 300 institutes but gave approval to
only 150-200 such institutes. Similarly, this year around 600 new institutes have applied for approval, of which 100-150
new institutes have been approved by AICTE. However, most number of applications for new institutes have been for
pharmacy colleges," said Sahasrabudhe.

According to the AICTE chairman, there are currently 10,800 technical institutes, including engineering, management,
pharmacy, architecture and hotel management. He added that in all 150,000 technical seats including engineering and
management fall vacant every year.

Meanwhile, asserting on faculty shortage, Sahasrabudhe said that educational institutes in the country were facing a
faculty shortage of around 30 per cent, thereby impacting the quality of education. The council is banking on the 20 per
cent induction of faculty from industry to address the issue as well as enhance employability of students.
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