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IIT-G to conduct Nasa tour for school champions 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/IIT-G-to-conduct-Nasa-tour-for-school-

champions/articleshow/52394308.cms 

 

Guwahati: IIT-Guwahati will conduct a tour to NASA's Ames Research Centre in California in USA for the champions of 

Technothlon - the International School Championship - to be held in the institute as a part of its Annual Techno-

Management Festival, Techniche, this year.  

 

Technothlon has become an event that serves as a platform for the students to showcase their innovation and creativity 

in all its rawness. Considering the dire need of technical exposure for the school students, the student fraternity of IIT-

Guwahati will organize Technothlon . "This year, Technothlon offers the mega prize of a guided tour to NASA's Ames 

Research Centre in California to the champions," said a statement issued by the organizers. The competition would be 

held in two phases - preliminary round and mains.  

 

The Phase-I will be conducted in over 350 centres across the country and is scheduled for July 17 wherein the students 

will be divided into Junior Squad (Classes IX-X) and the Hauts Squad (Classes XI-XII). 

 

"Round-I will be based on logic, analytical ability and practical observations and will be totally different from that of any 

other competitive examination. The spontaneity and out-of-the-box thinking abilities of the candidates will be put to 

test," the statement said.  

 

The top 50 teams, each comprising two members, from each squad will be invited for the final round - Mains, to be held 

on the IIT Guwahati campus during Techniche, which will start from September 1 and continue till 4 . 

 

Technothlon has introduced a new initiative, 'Tech Analysis Report' to provide a thorough analysis of the strengths and 

weakness of the students with respect to the topics. 

 

IIT-Kharagpur goes digital 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-educationplus/iitkharagpur-goes-digital/article8633663.ece 

 

The National Digital Library that was initiated by the Ministry of HRD to create a national online educational asset for 

students interested in innovation and research, was handed over to IIT-Kharagpur to initiate, conceptualise and execute, 

in 2014. 

The pilot project has now taken shape and according to professor Das, professor at Computer Science Engineering 

Department and one of the core team members of NDL said, “Every university has its own digital archive of its 

intellectual output and syllabus, known as the Institutional Digital Repository (IDR), whose access is limited to the 

university’s own staff and students. The NDL is modelled on the IDR, but will consist of IDRs of several universities and 

any student will be free to access it. For instance, a student of IIT Madras will be able to access study material of a 

specialisation taught exclusively at IIT Kharagpur.” 

With NDL, IIT Kharagpur is in process of making education more interactive and advanced. The National Digital Library is 

a big step towards improvement and advancement in education sector, said Prof. Das. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/IIT-G-to-conduct-Nasa-tour-for-school-champions/articleshow/52394308.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/IIT-G-to-conduct-Nasa-tour-for-school-champions/articleshow/52394308.cms
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-educationplus/iitkharagpur-goes-digital/article8633663.ece
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AICTE asks technical institutes to offer 10% of courses as MOOCs 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/aicte-asks-technical-institutes-to-offer-10-of-courses-as-

moocs-116052001002_1.html 

Council allows institutes to fill 20% faculty positions from industry 

 

In a bid to boost quality education across technical institutes, the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) has 

this year mandated that 10 per cent of courses be taken up through massive online open courses (MOOCs) to encourage 

credit based learning. 

 

On the other hand, to bridge the industry-academia gap as well as reduce faculty shortage, the council is setting up a 

faculty development centre at Vadodara this year. 

 

Given the industry's feedback on unemployability of students, AICTE has also asked institutes to take 20 per cent of the 

faculty from industry bodies as adjunct faculty members under the revised norms this year. 

 

"We are looking at improving quality of institutes and taking several steps accordingly.When industry representatives 

will come to teach at campuses, automatically there will be friendship and synergy with the faculty, which should reduce 

the industry-academia gap and help students become more employable," Anil Sahasrabudhe, chairman of the All India 

Council for Technical Education (AICTE) told Business Standard. 

 

The council expects number of engineering seats to reduce this year from 1.8 million to 1.6 million even as roughly 200 

institutes are likely to close down. "We received applications for closure from over 300 institutes but gave approval to 

only 150-200 such institutes. Similarly, this year around 600 new institutes have applied for approval, of which 100-150 

new institutes have been approved by AICTE. However, most number of applications for new institutes have been for 

pharmacy colleges," said Sahasrabudhe. 

 

According to the AICTE chairman, there are currently 10,800 technical institutes, including engineering, management, 

pharmacy, architecture and hotel management. He added that in all 150,000 technical seats including engineering and 

management fall vacant every year. 

 

Meanwhile, asserting on faculty shortage, Sahasrabudhe said that educational institutes in the country were facing a 

faculty shortage of around 30 per cent, thereby impacting the quality of education. The council is banking on the 20 per 

cent induction of faculty from industry to address the issue as well as enhance employability of students. 
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